victim making a complaint to the police. But even with fairly rapid responses, cases fail for the following reasons:
(1) The victim has washed or destroyed items of clothing or bed linen; (2) The victim has bathed or showered following the assault;
(3) The victim was too intoxicated to remember many significant details of the events that occurred. A very important point that must be considered is that after being sexually assaulted and/or raped the victim often feels traumatized, debased, contaminated and unclean and may develop a pathological desire to remove and wash away the effects and feelings from the sexual encounter. In many respects any significant increase in convictions for sexual assaults and rapes will only come about if it is possible to get the message across and widely accepted that women and men who are subjected to such offences should: complain quickly to the police, not wash or bathe before being medically examined, retain all items of clothing and bed linen, and try to provide as much fine detail about the assailant, the venue and the circumstances as possible.
That is asking a great deal from a person who has undergone such an indignity, but the greater the information available the better the chance of a conviction being possible.
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It is interesting that recent and more orthodox research techniques have confirmed a link of sorts and possibly a subliminal reflex between the nose, its olfactory function and choice of sexual partners. A limited degree of posthumous credibility might now distinguish Fleiss and his once-discredited nasal-reflex theory.
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